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What should I know about applying to American 
Universities?
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> It is a year long process that begins as early as ”Junior” year
> Main factors to think about?- Area of study interest- School Requirements and Application Process- Found on college or university website- Many schools participate in the Common Application or Coalition Application process- School Acceptance Rates- How selective is the university or college for admission?- Cost and affordability- Tuition- Room/Board- Scholarships / Loans- International students are not eligible for federal financial aid programs in the U.S.,

however, some universities do offer financial aid and scholarships to international 
students which varies by school- Scholarship examples: athletics, music, Academics , and other areas of talent- Ask institution’s financial office about loans
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How do I get 
Accepted?

Universities and Colleges want students 
who will contribute to the school’s 
mission, diverse programs, and 
culture.



The Holistic View
> Students are viewed as a whole
> This includes:

- Academic Grades
- SAT and ACT scores
- Achievements
- Awards
- Research Projects
- Volunteer work
- Sports
- Clubs
- Music 
- Journalism
- Arts
- Extracurricular 

Activities
- Diversity within school
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Locating Admissions 
Information
To locate information for 
a certain school, 
> go to the school’s 

“Admissions” page and 
click on the tab for 
“International 
Students” 
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Locating Admissions Information

Once you click on 
“International Admissions”, this 
will bring up their admissions 
requirements for international 
students. You will be considered 
an undergraduate student and a 
freshman applicant.
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Locating Admissions 
Information
> The admissions page will include

- The deadline for applying
- Test score requirements
- A link to their admissions 

application
- Contact information for 

the admissions office
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College Entrance Exams
Assessing Academic readiness SAThttp://sat.collegeboard.org/home

ACT http://www.actstudent.org/

TOEFL http://www.ets.org/toefl
(Assesses English Proficiency)

Each college or university may have different test 

requirements. Make sure you research this information.

http://sat.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/outside/
http://www.ets.org/toefl


Ways to Apply to Universities and Colleges

Going Directly to the 
Schools Website:
> Check out the 

school’s website to 
see what they offer. 

> View the admissions 
requirements

- Deadlines
- GPA required
- Standardize 

test needed

The Common 
Application:
> A third-party 

website that 
allows you to see 
the school’s 
admission 
requirements in 
one location

The Coalition 
Application:
> A third-party 

website that 
allows you to see 
the school’s 
admission 
requirements in 
one location

> Includes Ivy 
league schools
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The Common Application

> Is also called the Common App.
> Please check with the school of 

your choice to see if they 
participate in this application 
so you do not have to fill out 
the same form repeatedly.

> Check out all the cool features 
and resources given by the 
Common App at 
http://www.commonapp.org/faq

> You must create a Common 
App account

> You can add new schools to 
your account based upon 
university selection

> The app allows you to see the 
requirements of your listed 
schools in one place

> Free to use but may be 
required to pay a fee by the 
school
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http://www.commonapp.org/faq


The Coalition Application

> Similar to the Common Application but it includes all eight 
Ivy League schools as well as many top schools like 
Stanford and Duke
- Looks to serve underrepresented students and 

students who need more financial assistance
- Free to use but may be required to pay a fee by the 

school
> For more information, please check out 

http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
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http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/


I know What Schools I want to Attend

You are encouraged to 
begin your search 
early so you see the 
requirements schools 
are looking for and 
any updates.

If you are considering a 
school that participates 
in the Common 
Application or the 
Coalition Application, 
create an account. This 
will allow you to see 
what the admissions 
requirements are for 
that institution.

Look at the step-by-step 
guide provided by 
Common App; 
http://www.commonapp.o
rg/how-apply
Please review the information 
about the benefits of the 
Coalition App; 
http://www.coalitionforcolleg
eaccess.org/mycoalition-
intro.html

** Please remember that not all 
schools participate in the Common 
Application or Coalition App 
system.
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http://www.commonapp.org/how-apply


Not Sure Where to 
Study…

Check out the Big Future site 
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/


Big Future Resource

> The Big Future site will 
give students and 
parents information 
about schools and help 
you map out a plan for 
applying to American 
colleges and 
universities.

> Research schools of 
interest and make a 
list of your top 3 
schools.

• Think about:
• What do you want to 

study?
• Where do you want to 

go? (a specific school, 
state, city, etc.)

14



Big Future also has

> Tools to help you decide on a major/area of study
> A search feature to help you find a school
> Information on paying for college (including information 

on scholarships)
> Tips for applying to universities (information about the 

actual application, essays, admissions tests, etc.)
> A ‘Make a Plan’ feature so you can map out what you might 

need to do
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Information You Should Know
> The Big Future site gives 

applicants additional 
information.
- Videos from faculty
- Acceptance rates
- Average financial aid 

for international 
students

- University cost for 
international students
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Special 
Considerations for 

Dual Diploma



Special conditions for graduates of 
the Dual Diploma Program (USA)

Doral College (www.doral.edu) – Florida, United States
> Doral College offers our international graduates the opportunity to study 

with an accredited college in the US.
> Doral College offers virtual access to the American college 

experience and the ability to earn college credit in courses approved 
through the state common course numbering system, which facilitates 
transfer to any state college or university in the state of Florida.
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http://www.doral.edu/


Special conditions for graduates of 
the Dual Diploma Program (USA)

St. Thomas University (www.stu.edu) – Florida, United States
> Waiver of the application fee to undergraduate admission;
> Automatic undergraduate admission to St. Thomas University for students 

graduating with a High School diploma from Academica schools, including AIS, with a 
minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.75, with a waiver of compliance with SAT 
requirements;

> Waiver of Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), the International English 
language Testing System (IELTS), or the Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE), 
for international students.

> Eligibility to an Academic scholarship which may provide a tuition discount of up to 
fifty percent (50%) for undergraduate studies. 
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http://www.stu.edu/


Special conditions for graduates of 
the Dual Diploma Program (USA)

Full Sail University (www.fullsail.edu) – Florida, United States
> Graduates of Academica schools, including students graduating through 

Dual Diploma program, who meet Full Sail´s enrollment eligibility 
requirements will be granted admission. 

> Applicants whose native language is not English are subject to additional 
admission requirements to demonstrate English language proficiency.

> Students admitted to Full Sail shall receive a scholarship equal to a 
program tuition reduction of 5%, which will be based on the total tuition 
charged for the student´s respective program.
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http://www.fullsail.edu/


Special conditions for graduates of 
the Dual Diploma Program (Spain)

Students who successfully complete the Dual Diploma program may 
have the opportunity to attend certain colleges with special 
considerations. 
> Each universities requirements will be different but may include waivers 

from tests (Admissions, TOEFL, and/or ILTS) or admissions fees
> Scholarship opportunities may also be available based on the area of 

interest 

For More Information:  https://www.academica.school/university
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https://www.academica.school/university
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Keep it Simple

Things to start doing now



Plan and Create a Timeline for Applying to College 
This Includes…

> Time to research schools- The earlier the better. This makes positioning yourself 
for acceptance easier.

> Time to prepare and take SAT and/or ACT- This is generally taken once in Spring of your “Junior” 
year- And once during Fall of your “Senior” year.- **Remember that some schools might not require 

the SAT and/or ACT for international students  so 
you need to know the admissions requirements for 
each school you are applying to.

> TOEFL Test- Required for many colleges- Please check with the school of your choice and 
explain that you are in a Dual Diploma program.

Record keeping

> Awards

> Achievements

> Activities

> Resume

> Letters of Recommendation

Time for completing applications

Application Deadlines

> For Early Acceptance- In Fall

> For General Acceptance- typically between November and January (with 
a few exceptions of February and March 
)(Highly Dependent on the institution)



4 Year timeline to Prepare for College Admission
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•Maintain strong GPA 

(grade point average)

•Begin taking 

challenging courses

•Challenging courses 

or Dual Diploma 

Courses

•Get involved in 

extracurricular 

activities

•Look at colleges and 

universities to get an 

idea of what you may 

be interested in

”Freshman” Year ”Sophomore” Year ”Junior” Year ”Senior” Year

•Maintain  Strong GPA

•Research American 

Colleges and 

Universities

•Continue with 

challenging courses

•Get involved

•Clubs

•Sports

•Volunteer work

•Other activities

•Keep records of 

awards and activities

•Prepare and take 

PSAT in October

•Keep grades up

•Create calendar with 

deadlines

•Research institutions 

and requirements

•Register/take 

SAT/ACT in Spring

•Continue 

extracurricular 

activities and volunteer 

work

•Keep records of 

activities and awards

•Prepare Resume

•Summer before Senior 

Year

•TOEFL (if required)

•Research and put 

together requirements 

for applications.

•Write admission essay

•Keep grades up

•CREATE CALENDER

•Keep track of due 

dates for applications 

and deadlines

•Standard admission 

applications are due 

between November and 

January (remember 

that each school is 

different)

•Register to take SAT 

and ACT in October



Getting Started Checklist
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1. Find Admission requirements- Make sure you are looking at the 
requirements for an International 
Student.

2. Get organized by creating a calendar 
with deadlines for each school.

3. Find where, how, and to whom to ask 
questions about the application process 
for each school - This will most likely be on the 

International Students page.

4. Begin fulfilling requirements like 
recommendations and extra activities

5. Take Tests (SAT, ACT, and/or TOEFL) 
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Any Questions?

> Presentation template by SlidesCarnival

> Photographs by Unsplash

http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/

