INTERNATIONAL
STUDENT S GUIDE

TO APPLYING TO
U.S. COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES




WHAT SHOULD | KNOW ABOUT APPLYING TO AMERICAN
UNIVERSITIES?

It is a year long process that begins as early as “Junior” year

Main factors to think about?
Area of study interest
School Requirements and Application Process
Found on college or university website
Many schools participate in the Common Application or Coalition Application process
School Acceptance Rates
How selective is the university or college for admission?

Cost and affordability
Tuition
Room/Board

Scholarships / Loans
International students are not eligible for federal financial aid programs in the U.S.,

however, some universities do offer financial aid and scholarships to international

students which varies by school
Scholarship examples: athletics, music, Academics , and other areas of falent

Ask institution’s financial office about loans
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ACCEPTED?

_Universities and Colleges want students
who will contribute to the school's
mission, diverse programs,.and
culture.




THe HousTic ViEw

Students are viewed as a whole

This includes:
Academic Grades
SAT and ACT scores
Achievements
Awards
Research Projects
Volunteer work
Sports
Clubs
Music
Journalism
Arts
Extracurricular
Activities
Diversity within school
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LocATING ADMISSIONS
INFORMATION

To locate information for
a certain school,

> go fo the school’s
"Admissions” page and
click on the tab for
“International
Students”

X

OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS

FRESHMAN TRANSFER GRADUATE INTERNATIONAL PROFESSIONAL «

"

OTHER ~




LocATING ADMISSIONS INFORMATION
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€ 2 C ) admissions.fsueca/interrations

. OITICE OF ADMISSIONS
Once you CLICk on FRESHMAN TRANSFER GRADUATE INTERNATIONAL PROFESSIONAL - OTHER ~

“International Admissions’, this
will bring up their admissions INTERNATIONAL ADMISSIONS
requiremen’rs for international

students. You will be considered
INTERNATIONAL Each year, we enroll approximately 1,700 international students. The majerity of our infemalional students come to us
an un der 9 erua+e S*Ude n+ an d a Adnicons for graduate education, but we strongly encourage undergraduate freshman and transfer students to study with us as

Freshman wall. Faw schools offer mora support and services o their international population than we do. Our Canter for Global

freShmqn qPPLICGn+- Transfer Engagement staff will work with you to ease your transition to our Seminale Community. We hope you will contact us

Granduale with any of your questions that are left unanswered after browsing our website.

Lnglish Language Proficiency

Officia Zng sk _anguage Meficiancy “e3ulis ars racured of a linternational app icants winese native languzge is nat Cngl sh “he ¢ low ng are ke minimum
d for admiszion tathe Univers 7, although scme cepart vents requirs higher scoes atthe graduate kevzl:
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LocATING ADMISSIONS OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS

FRESHMAN TRANSFER GRADUATE INTERNATIONAL PROFESSIONAL = OTHER »

Home  International

PR International Freshman Requirements
Admissiens
Freshman The Process

variety of different educationsl systems. Students educated in the United States. or attending a schoal that follows an

> The admissions page will include — itemationl reshmanppleanis

Graduate nal curriculum patterned after the US. system, should create the Self-reperted Student Academic Record (SSAR). To lzarn more zbout S5AR, click
o The deqdh ne ‘I:or qppLyl ng r applicants should submit official or certified copies of 2 ondary school records and/or examination results. A dentials from non-US.
nstitutions must uated by @ foreign oredential evaluation agency to incluge a U S, equivalent grade pomt average Wi 3 member of the
- H Mational Asseciation of Credential Evaluation Services or the International Education Credential Services provided by the American Association of
Te s+ Score reql'“ remen+s Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers. All academic rectrds must be issuad in the nalive language and be aceormpaniad by 3 certified English
translation

= A link to their admissions

In additian, all appécants should

appLica’rion « Aopiyoniine

Submit official ACT (#0734) and/or SAT (#5219 results for avary test taken

.

— g A + Submitofficial English Proficiency Test Scores if your native language is not English —
Con*aC“. |nf0rma+|on for « Contact the academic department directly if majoring in dance, film (animation or procuction), musie, or theatre, Tr——
. . . . } Wy
the qdm|ssuons office Requirements |F s

Freshrman admission is & hohshic and selective progess, and no single eritenon guarantees admissien, Rather, we congider all i
wa carefully review your academic record and test scores ta ensure that you are prepared for the rigorus curriculum you w
University. The academic profile of the middle 5055 of freshmen accepted in 2016 was.

docisantation you submit and |

unter &t Florida State

=
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CoLLEGE ENTRANCE ExAMS
ASSESSING ACADEMIC READINESS SAThttp://sat.colleqeboard.orq/home

ACT http://www.actstudent.org/

TO E F L http://www.ets.org/toefl

(Assesses English Proficiency)

Each college or university may have different test
requirements. Make sure you research this information.



http://sat.collegeboard.org/home
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/outside/
http://www.ets.org/toefl

WAYs To AppPLY TO UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

Going Directly fo the
Schools Website:

Check out the
school’s website to
see what they offer.

View the admissions

requirements
Deadlines
GPA required
Standardize

test needed

The Common
Application:

A third-party
website that
allows you to see
the school’s
admission
requirements in
one location

The Coalition

Application:
A third-party
website that
allows you to see
the school’s
admission
requirements in
one location

Includes Ivy
league schools




THE CoMMON APPLICATION

Is also called the Common App.

Please check with the school of
your choice fo see if they
participate in this application

so you do not have to fill out
the same form repeatedly.

Check out all the cool features
and resources given by the
Common App at
http://www.commonapp.org/faq

You must create a Common
App account

You can add new schools to
your account based upon
universi’ry selection

The app allows you fo see the
requirements of your Listed
schools in one place

Free to use but may be
required fo pay a fee by the
school



http://www.commonapp.org/faq

THE CoALITION APPLICATION

Similar fo the Common Application but it includes all eight
lvy League schools as well as many top schools Like
Stanford and Duke
Looks fo serve underrepresented students and
students who need more financial assistance
Free fo use but may be required to pay a fee by the
school

For more information, please check out
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/



http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/

| KNow WHAT ScHooLs | WANT To ATTEND

You are encouraged fo
begin your search
early so you see the
requirements schools
are looking for and
any updates.

If you are considering a
school that participates
in the Common
Application or the
Coalition Application,
create an account. This
will allow you to see
what the admissions

requirements are for
that institution.

Look at the step-by-step
quide provided by
Common App;
http://www.commonapp.o

rq/how-apply

Please review the information
about the benefits of the
Coalition App;
http://www.coalitionforcolleg
eaccess.org/mycoalition-
infro.html

** Please remember that not all
schools participate in the Common
Application or Coalition App
system.



http://www.commonapp.org/how-apply

NoT SURE WHERE TO
STUDY...

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/



https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/

Bic FUTURE RESOURCE

The Big Future site will Research schools of
interest and make a
list of your top 3

give students and
parents information
about schools and help
you map out a plan for schools.

applying To American Think about:
colleges and What do you want fo

universities. study?
Where do you want o
qo? (a specific school,

state, city, etc.)




BiG FUTURE ALSO HAS

Tools to help you decide on a major/area of study

A search feature fo help you find a school

Information on paying for college (incLuding information

on scholarships)

Tips for applying fo universities (information about the
actual application, essays, admissions fests, etc.)

A Make a Plan’ feature so you can map out what you might
need to do




INFORMATION You SHouLd Know

The Big Future site gives
applicants additional
information.

Videos from faculty

Florida State University

Tallahassee, FL

At a Glance Regular Applicants Wait list Statistics

Acce P+a n Ce ra+e S Deadlines Total applicants s021 see college’s deadlines »

Information not supplied by college

. . Admitted
Majors & Learning 2197

Average financial aid Meors6 Leaing
for international Campus e 7 e e s e I

Applyi
—

S+Ude n+s Paying Very selective 36% of applicants admitted
University cost for ForTantr

Students

H 1' "'. L "' d "' For International
international students ‘e ,\
pplication Academics & SAT & ACT
Important? Requirements GPA Scores

This college rated the relative importance of these academic and non-academic faclors in their
admission decisions.
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SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR GRADUATES OF
THE DuAL DipLoHA ProGgraM (USA)

Doral College (www.doral.edu) - Florida, United States

Doral College offers our international graduates the opportunity to study
with an accredited college in the US.

Doral College offers virtual access to the American college
experience and the ability to earn college credit in courses approved
through the state common course numbering system, which facilitates
transfer to any state college or university in the state of Florida.



http://www.doral.edu/

SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR GRADUATES OF
THE DuAL DipLoHA ProGgraM (USA)

St. Thomas University (www.stu.edu) - Florida, United States
Waiver of the application fee to undergraduate admission;

Automatic undergraduate admission to St. Thomas University for students
graduating with a High School diploma from Academica schools, including AIS, with a
minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.5, with a waiver of compliance with SAT
requirements;

Waiver of Test of English as a Foreign Lanquage (TOEFL), the International English "
language Testing System (IELTS), or the Pearson Test of English Academic (PTE),
for international students.

Eligibility fo an Academic schoLarship which may provide a tuition discount of up to
fifty percent (50%) for undergraduate studies.



http://www.stu.edu/

SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR GRADUATES OF
THE DuAL DipLoHA ProGgraM (USA)

Full Sail University (www.fullsail.edu) - Florida, United States

Graduates of Academica schools, including students graduating through
Dual Diploma program, who meet Full Sail’s enrollment eligibility
requirements will be granted admission.

Applicants whose native language is not English are subject fo additional
admission requirements fo demonstrate English lanquage proficiency.

Students admitted o Full Sail shall receive a scholarship equal to a
program fuition reduction of 5%, which will be based on the total fuition
charged for the student’s respective program.



http://www.fullsail.edu/

SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR GRADUATES OF
THE DuAL DiPLoHMA PROGRAM (SPAIN)

Students who successfully complete the Dual Diploma program may
have the opportunity fo attend certain colleges with special
considerations.

Each universities requirements will be different but may include waivers
from tests (Admissions, TOEFL, and/or ILTS) or admissions fees

Scholarship opportunities may also be available based on the area of
interest

For More Information: https://www.academica.school/university



https://www.academica.school/university
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PLAN AND CREATE A TIMELINE FOR APPLYING TO COLLEGE
THIS INCLUDES...

The earlier the better. This makes positioning yourself
for acceptance easier.

Time to [%repare and take SAT and/or ACT
his is generally faken once in Spring of your “Junior”
ear
Xnd once during Fall of your “Senior” year.

**Remember that some schools might not require
the SAT and/or ACT for infernational students so
you need to know the admissions requirements for
each school you are applying to.

TOEFL Test
Required for many colleges

Please check with the school of your choice and
explain that you are in a Dual Diploma program.

Record keeping

Awards

Achievements

Activities

Resume

Letters of Recommendation
Time for completing applications
Application Deadlines

For Early Acceptance
In Fall

For General Acceptance
typically between November and January (with
a few exceptions of February and March
)(Highly Dependent on the institution)




4 YEAR TIMELINE TO PREPARE FOR COLLEGE ADMISSION

"Freshman” Year

"Sophomore” Year

*Maintain strong GPA
(grade point average)

*Begin taking
challenging courses

*Challenging courses
or Dual Diploma
Courses

*Get involved in
extracurricular
activities

*Look at colleges and
universities to get an

idea of what you may
be interested in

*Maintain Strong GPA
*Research American
Colleges and
Universities
«Continue with
challenging courses
*Get involved

*Clubs

*Sports

*Volunteer work
*Other activities
*Keep records of
awards and activities
*Prepare and take
PSAT in October

"Junior” Year

*Keep grades up
*Create calendar with
deadlines

*Research institutions
and requirements
*Register/take
SAT/ACT in Spring
«Continue
extracurricular
activities and volunteer
work

*Keep records of
activities and awards
*Prepare Resume

”Senior” ?ear

*Summer before Senior
Year

*TOEFL (if required)
*Research and put
together requirements
for applications.

*Write admission essay
*Keep grades up
*CREATE CALENDER
*Keep track of due
dates for applications
and deadlines
*Standard admission
applications are due
between November and
January (remember
that each school is
different)

*Register to take SAT
and ACT in October

| o
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GETTING STARTED CHECKLIST

Find Admission requirements
Make sure you are Looking at the

requirements for an International
Student.

Get organized by creating a calendar
with deadlines for each school.

Find where, how, and to whom to ask
questions about the application process

for each school
This will most Likely be on the
International Students page.

Begin fulfilling requirements Like
recommendations and extra activities

Image courtesy of [imagerymajestic] / FreeDigitalPhotos.net Tle TBS"'S (SAT ACT Qnd/Or TOEFL)
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